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MINUTES of the Meeting of FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 14" April 2025 in The
Pavilion, Fletching Recreation Ground, Fletching (6.30 — 7.40pm).

PRESENT: Councillors R Hannay (Chairman), N Collum, D Greenish, K Minch and D Woollven.
Also in attendance: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs (Clerk and RFO) and Councillor R Galley (ESCC)
Members of the Public in Attendance: 2

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors R Borton and S De St Croix

25/56. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting
25/57. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on 10" March 2025 were a correct record
and were duly signed by the Chairman.

25/58. MATTERS ARISING
The Actions List as prepared and circulated by the Clerk was noted. An update was given as follows:

CIL Funds: the kissing gate in the burial ground has now been restored. With regards to the path in
the burial ground it was noted that additional quotes would be sought and that rights of way from
Cherry Cottages would be investigated.

Resilience Plan: Clir Minch confirmed that she would be finalising the plan very shortly.

Historical Archive: It was noted that it had been agreed to pay £750 for the collection. It was agreed
that it should be stored in the Parish Council’s cupboard in the village hall.

Telephone Kiosk: The clerk reported that she had met with Hayleigh Evans about her plans to turn
the kiosk into a book exchange. Clir Hannay reported that work was still ongoing to straighten the
telephone box on Splaynes Green.

Note: Clir Collum arrived at the meeting at 6.40 pm during the discussion of the above items.
25/59. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Galley reported that he had set out in simple terms what was planned in the local
government reorganisation in Sussex with regards to the elected mayor and unitary authorities in his
monthly update. He also reported that East Sussex had introduced a lane rental scheme on busy
roads for utility companies meaning that those companies would have to pay for the road closures
and the length of time a section of the road was closed for. ClIr Galley confirmed that it was expected
that this would related to all A roads and the majority of B roads in the county. With regards to the
state of the roads in the parish he explained that he would be taking the new head of highways on a
drive from Trading Boundaries to the A272 taking in North Hall Lane through to Ruston Bridge Road.

25/60. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
Councillor Coleman was not at the meeting to give an update.

25/61. PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED
The following application was discussed. See Minute 25/70(i) below for further information.
i. WD/2025/0103/F Alexandra Cottage, Batts Bridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XP

25/62. GRANT APPLICATION

The Grant application from Fletching Bonfire Society for £300 for the purchase of tables, extension
leads and hand tools was considered and it was RESOLVED that the grant be awarded in full.
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25/63. WORKING GROUPS / EXTERNAL GROUPS

i. Neighbourhood Plan: Clir Hannay reported that good progress had been made and a first draft
plan had been put together. A consultation would be taking place alongside a questionnaire and
a flyer would be put in the parish magazine to notify everyone about these. All the information
would also be available online. The consultation deadline was set to be the end of May. The
results of the questionnaire would then be taken into account for the draft plan that would be
submitted to Wealden District Council.

ii. Fletching Recreation Ground Committee (FRGC): The Clerk reported that the bookings had all
been made for the various sports fixtures and that a few children’s parties had taken place.

iii. ESCC SLR Meeting: The notes of the meeting, circulated to councillors with the agenda, were
noted. The Clerk confirmed that the Parish had signed up to 6monthly SLR meetings with the next
one being held in September.

25/64. CORRESPONDENCE / CONSULTATIONS RECEIVED
There had been no consultations or correspondence received since the last meeting.
25/65. FINANCE AND ASSETS

i. The invoices and payments for April 2025 were AUTHORISED and the Council’s current financial
position and bank reconciliation were noted.

25/66. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT

Councillors considered the report put together by the Clerk which detailed the quote received for the
Grounds Maintenance Contract 2025-2028. It was noted that only one quote had been received
despite other companies being asked to quote and that the quote received was within budget.

It was RESOLVED to award the grounds maintenance contract for 2025-2028 to Countrymans.
25/67. BURIAL GROUND
i. The following requests were APPROVED:

a. Erection of a monument — t/I Michael Funnell
b. Additional inscription on a monument — t/l Gail Dennis

ii. It was RESOLVED that there be no increase to the Burial Ground Fees for 2025/26
25/68. POLICIES
The following Policies were APPROVED:

i. Complaints Policy & Procedure
ii. Grievance Policy
iii. Sickness and Absence Policy
iv. Social Media and Electronic Communications Policy

25/69. ENFORCEMENT - PLANNING AND DRAINAGE

It was noted that Wealden DC had been contacted in respect of possible enforcement infringments
at two sites in the parish.

25/70. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - RECEIVED
It was RESOLVED to make the comments as set out after each application in respect of the following:
i. WDJ/2025/0103/F Alexandra Cottage, Batts Bridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XP
Three bedroom chalet bungalow to replace garage.

The Parish Council OBJECTS to the application. See appendix to the minutes for the full
observations.
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WD/2025/0692/F Walk Wood Cottage, North Hall Lane, Fletching TN22 3TD
New single storey glazed porch extension and new 2-storey bay window extension.

The property is a detached 4-bedroom dwelling originally built in the early 20th century as a
gamekeeper’s cottage. The dwelling was later significantly extended in the 1980’s. It is
constructed of brick with a plain clay tile roof and white painted timber-framed external joinery.

The application site falls outside any defined development boundary within the High Weald Area
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. It lies just within the northern extremity of the Grade | registered

Park and Garden of Sheffield Park. The Grade II* listed Sheffield Park House lies approximately
500m to the south. The site is not within a designated Archaeological Notification Area.

In 2018, a conditional consent was given for a standing outdoor bath and buildings and the
stationing of a Shepherd’s Hut in the grounds of the property.

As well as a number of internal alterations, the proposals involve the addition of a glazed
orangery-style entrance porch to the west-facing elevation and, to the east elevation, a new two-
storey bay. Also proposed is the insertion of two Conservation-style rooflights to replace two
existing Velux rooflights in the east-facing cat-slide roof slope.

The works are limited in extent and sympatric to the style of the house. They would not be
visible from the public highway nor indeed obvious from the Gardens and Grounds of Sheffield
Park. As such, it is not considered that they would have any material impact on them.

The Parish Council SUPPORTS the application.
WD/2025/0698/F Oak Tree Cottage, High Street, Fletching TN22 3TD

Erection of a single storey side extension incorporating study, utility ground floor WC and living
room.

The property comprises one half of a pair of two storey semi-detached properties, in a row of
two originally identical buildings, located on the east side of the High Street. Although this row of
properties was likely uniform on construction, they have lost that complete uniformity (without
detracting from their overall appearance) in consequence of subsequent alterations and
extensions. While the property is not listed, it is situated in the Fletching and Splaynes Green
Conservation Area. The site is also located within an Archaeological Notification Area.

The proposal comprises the erection of a single storey side extension to create a study, living
room and ground floor WC. The proposed extension is sympathetic to the original design of both
the house and the row as a whole and to the Conservation Area.

The Parish Council SUPPORTS the application.
WD/2025/0761/LDE Malling Farm, Down Street, Piltdown TN22 3XU

Non-compliance with agricultural occupancy condition attached to T/1952/10451. Request for
evidence.

Information provided to Wealden DC.
WD/2025/0767/F 1 Oak Tree Cottages, High Street, Fletching TN22 3TD

Removal of existing single storey projection and construction of two-storey side/rear extension
and alterations.

The property comprises one half of a pair of two storey semi-detached properties, in a row of
two originally identical buildings, located on the east side of the High Street. Although this row of
properties was likely uniform on construction, they have lost that complete uniformity (without
detracting from their overall appearance) in consequence of subsequent alterations and
extensions. While the property is not listed, it is situated in the Fletching and Splaynes Green
Conservation Area. The site is also located within an Archaeological Notification Area.
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25/71.

25/72.

25/73.

25/74.

SH COUNCIL

The proposal comprises the removal of a single storey projection to the side of the property and
construction of a two-storey side/rear extension and internal alterations, to create a new larger
kitchen, utility room and W.C., on the ground floor, and new third bedroom, with ensuite
bathroom, above. It is noted that the proposed extension has been designed with the
requirements of section 10 of the “Wealden Design Guide (WDG)” in mind.

The proposed extension is sympathetic to the original design of both the house and the row as a
whole and to the Conservation Area.

The Parish Council SUPPORTS the application.
PLANNING APPEALS
i. WDJ/2024/2539/F Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching TN22 3TJ

Retrospective application for a change of use of parcel of land from agricultural to residential and
to retain secure store for bicycles and garden machinery.

The Parish Council submits that the Appeal should be dismissed and the refusal of the planning
permission upheld on the grounds set out in the decision notice for the reasons set out in the
Officer’s report.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - DECISIONS

Planning decisions RECEIVED from Wealden District Council since the last meeting:
Applications Approved

i. WD/2024/2088/FR Pond Cottage, North Hall Lane, Splaynes Green, Fletching

Part retrospective application to retain existing building for continued use as residential annex
and occasional use as holiday let. No increase in footprint bulk or volume, no external material
changes. (APPROVED 5 March 2025)

ii. WD/2024/2486/LB Sheffield Park Garden, Sheffield Park TN22 3QX

Replacement of rotten non original suspended timber floor and ramp, replacement and
reconfiguration of visitor toilets, regularisation of existing works. (APPROVED 24 March 2025)

iii. WD/2025/0166/LB + 0167/F 17 The Courtyard, South Pavilion, Sheffield Park TN22 3QW
Replacement timber windows and doors in the property. (APPROVED 4 April 2025)

Applications Refused

i. WD/2023/1466/LB St Marys House, High Street, Fletching TN22 3SS
Re-tiling of roof. (REFUSED 11 March 2025)

Applications Withdrawn — none since the last meeting

ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE

It was agreed that the following items be included for the next edition of the Parish Magazine:

Telephone Box in the village update
Kissing Gate replacement

Historical Archive purchase

Annual Meeting

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

It was AGREED that the Annual Parish Meeting take place on Thursday 8" May 2025 at 7pm following
the usual format.

Note: Councillor Galley left the meeting at 7.35pm during the discussion of the above item.
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25/75. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

It was requested that Councillors contact the Clerk with any items they wish to be considered at the
next meeting.

25/76. TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to be held on Monday 12" May 2025 at 6.30pm in the
Pavilion (this may be in the West End at the Church dependent upon cricket fixtures).
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