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MINUTES of the Meeting of FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 10th February 2025 in The 
Pavilion, Fletching Recreation Ground, Fletching (6.30 – 8.20pm). 

PRESENT: Councillors R Hannay (Chairman), D Greenish (Vice-Chair), A Abraham, R Borton, N Collum, K 
Minch and D Woollven. 

Also in attendance: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs (Clerk and RFO) and Councillors C Coleman (WDC) and R 
Galley (ESCC) and PCSOs Chopin and Jackson 

Members of the Public in Attendance: 1 

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S De St Croix 
 
25/18. CO-OPTION OF COUNCILLOR 

One application had been received for the casual vacancy for Parish Councillor. Councillors 
considered the application and asked questions of the applicant. 

It was RESOLVED that David Woollven be co-opted to the role of Parish Councillor. 

David Woollven signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office which was witnessed by the Clerk as 
the Proper Officer.  

25/19. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting 

25/20. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on 13th January 2025 were a correct 
record and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

25/21. MATTERS ARISING 

The Actions List as prepared and circulated by the Clerk was noted.  

25/22. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Galley reported that with regards to the drainage issue on the A272 in Piltdown ESCC 
Highways had carried out investigations the previous week and had concluded that the issue may be 
the responsibility of Southern Water. Councillor Galley confirmed that the issue was being dealt with 
and that he would be contacting Southern Water. He also stated that the issue was affecting the 
neighbouring properties as well as the original one reported. 

It was noted that ESCC had set its council tax at 2.99% with an additional 2% for adult social care as 
was allowed in the regulations. Councillor Galley explained that the budgets for 2024/25 and 2025/26 
would be balanced by the use of reserves and savings made. 

In respect of Devolution, Councillor Galley confirmed that ESCC was in the Government’s priority 
programme and that the May 2025 elections had been deferred. The next election would be for the 
Mayor of the combined authority in 2026 and for the new unitary authority in 2027.  

25/23. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Coleman reported that Wealden DC was concerned at the speed of the devolution 
programme but was working on leaving the strongest possible legacy as well as supporting parish 
councils to be a robust voice of representation at the level closest to the residents. She also confirmed 
that the Local Plan was being prioritised. In response to a question about parish councils taking on 
more as a result of the devolution programme it was recommended that any thoughts the parish had 
should be fed into Wealden. It was agreed that it should be an item on the agenda for a future meeting. 

It was noted that there had been an increase in the total funding for community grants with the CAB 
receiving 70% of the total allocation. Councillor Coleman also reported that there was a new land use 
framework consultation taking place for the whole country through Natural England and DEFRA which 
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had never been undertaken before and that the Project Ripple Effect, that started out on the river 
Medway, had sparked interest in groups in the river Ouse catchment. 

25/24. PLANNING APPLICATION RECEIVED 

The following application was discussed. See Minute 25/32(i) below for further information. 

i. WD/2024/2896/F Bonswick Cottage, Mill Lane, Fletching TN22 3PY 

25/25. APPOINTMENTS TO EXTERNAL BODIES AND COUNCILLOR RESPONSIBILITIES 

i. Appointment to the Leche and Smith Charity: The Clerk explained that there were two 
representatives appointed by the Parish Council to the Leche and Smith Charity and that the term 
of office for Rebekah Walker was coming to an end. It was RESOLVED that Rebekah Walker be 
re-appointed as one of the Parish Council representatives for a further four year term. 

ii. Individual Councillor Responsibilities: It was AGREED that the following changes be made: 

• Fletching School – Councillor Woollven instead of Councillor Hannay 

• Burial Ground – Councillor Woollven instead of Councillor Hannay 

25/26. WORKING GROUPS / EXTERNAL GROUPS 

i. Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Hannay reported that work was continuing and that it was hoped the 
draft policies would be ready by the end of March and would then go out to public consultation. It 
was noted that the draft policies would not be as all-encompassing as was initially hoped as the 
District Local Plan had been delayed. 

ii. Fletching Recreation Ground Committee (FRGC): The Clerk reported that the new roller shutter 
for the bar had been ordered and that a TV had been installed. A few private bookings had been 
made for the Pavilion for birthday parties which was encouraging.  

25/27. CORRESPONDENCE / CONSULTATIONS RECEIVED  

i. MHCLG Strengthening the standards and conduct framework for local government: It was 
AGREED that the response prepared by the Clerk be submitted with an amendment to question 
11 to be Yes with the commentary that the public should have access to all investigation 
outcomes but not the allegations when submitted. 

ii. Lithium-ion Batteries Campaign: It was AGREED that the Parish Council would support this 
campaign. 

iii. ESCC Rights of Way Access Plan: It was AGREED that this would be looked at in more detail 
at the next meeting. 

iv. Telephone Box – Fletching High Street: Councillors considered the request made by a resident 
that the Parish Council purchase the phone box from BT under the Adopt a Kiosk scheme and 
that she would run it as a book swop. Taking into account the advice given from the clerk about 
the process and planning permission, it was RESOLVED that: 

a. BT be approached about the possibility of the Parish Council ‘adopting’ the phone box; 

b. The Clerk contact Wealden DC to ascertain whether planning permission would be 
required to convert it to a book swop; and 

c. Any alterations and materials would need to be agreed by the Parish Council   

With regards to the phone box at Splaynes Green, Councillor Hannay reported that arrangements 
were being made to have the electricity disconnected prior to the box being made upright. 

25/28. FINANCE AND ASSETS 

i. The invoices and payments for February 2025 were AUTHORISED and the Council’s current 
financial position and bank reconciliation were noted.  

ii. Additional Savings Account: The Clerk presented a report that outlined the current banking and 
savings arrangements the Parish Council had in place and explained that at times due to grant 
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funding etc the total held with the one bank was above the FRCS limit for protection. Councillors 
considered the proposal to open an additional savings account with Hinkley and Rugby Building 
Society (H&R) to spread the risk and also to achieve a higher interest rate on the savings. It was 
noted that the Clerk had attended a webinar put on by ESALC with H&R where it had been 
explained that the building society had set up accounts especially for local councils and that any 
payments from those accounts could only be made back to the parish council’s current account.  

iii. It was RESOLVED that a 90 Day Saver Account be opened and £50k be transferred to the new 
account with the same signatories as for the existing accounts. 

25/29. GROUNDS MAINTENANCE CONTRACT 

Councillors considered the proposed specification, as drawn up by the Clerk, based on the previous 
year’s arrangements. It was noted that the proposed contract was for an initial three-year period with 
a possible extension for a further three years. With regards to Splaynes Green it was agreed that this 
should be allowed to become a wildflower meadow and should only be cut once at the end of the 
season. It was RESOLVED that the grounds maintenance contract specification be approved subject 
to Splaynes Green being changed to being cut once at the end of the season. 

25/30. BURIAL GROUND 

i. There were no requests for permits for the burial ground.  

ii. Badgers: Councillors were informed that there was evidence that badgers were once again in the 
burial ground and that the ecology contractor had been contacted. 

Note: Councillor Galley left the meeting at 7.56pm at the end of this item. 

25/31. ENFORCEMENT – PLANNING and DRAINAGE 

There were no enforcement issues reported. 

25/32. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - RECEIVED 

It was RESOLVED to make the comments as set out after each application in respect of the following: 

i. WD/2024/2896/F Bonswick Cottage, Mill Lane, Fletching TN22 3PY 

Proposed 2m wide side extension and glazed link to garage which is to be converted into 
residential accommodation to form part of dwelling, new detached 3 bay car-port building with 
home office above. 

1 Bonswick Cottages is one of a pair of semi-detached cottages. Although the frontages 
maintain a cottage appearance, alterations to No 1 over the years (particularly the construction 
of a substantial rear extension and a separate garage block with roof-space accommodation) 
means that it has largely lost its “cottage feel”.  

As described in the applicants’ Design Statement, the property lies to the south-west of the 
village of Fletching in a rural and somewhat isolated setting on Mill Lane. It is not within any 
development area and lies outside the Fletching Conservation Area and the High Weald Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty. It is however within the Low Weald Landscape Character Area 
which is described as being: “ ….predominantly agricultural, supporting mainly pastoral farming 
owing to heavy clay soils, with horticulture and some arable on lighter soils in the east, and has 
many densely wooded areas with a high proportion of ancient woodland.” It is also within the 
setting of “The Flying Engine”; a Grade II Listed Building on the immediate opposite side of the 
road. The property enjoys spectacular views, particular north easterly towards the village of 
Fletching and its church. The Parish Council has had regard to these issues in formulating its 
comments.  

The application can be summarised as comprising: (i) the addition of a single-storey side 
extension to the main house (ii) a link to join the present garage building to the main house at 
ground floor level (iii) some minor external alterations to and a change of use of the present 



FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL     
Clerk: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs 
E-mail: clerk@fletching-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.fletching-pc.gov.uk 

 

Page 4 of 5 
Approved at a meeting of the Parish Council held on 10 March 2025 
Signed: Councillor Hannay, Chairman  

 

garage building and (iv) the construction of a separate 3xbay carport with a home office within 
the roof space. 

The Parish Council does have some reservations on aspects of the application as follows: 

1. It would be preferable if the proposed replacement of the existing window in the master 
bedroom in the main house affording a north easterly view could match the other 
windows in the main house 

2. The number and size of glass windows/doors being proposed for the additional ground 
floor extension is excessive, and 

3. The mass and bulk of the proposed new car port/home office building in the context of its 
prominent position on the site.  

Notwithstanding these reservations, the Parish Council does SUPPORT the application. Overall, 
the proposals will improve the current appearance and use of the site. It is more sympathetic to 
the character of the LWLCA and, subject to appropriate landscaping, on balance will not have 
an adverse impact on the setting of The Flying Engine (the Parish Council notes in particular 
that the owner of the Listed Building is supportive of the application). 

The Parish Council considers that conditions should be imposed (inter alia) that: 

1. The car-port/home office use of the new building should at all times be ancillary to the 
residential use of main house, and 

2. As such, the new car-port/home office building should not be occupied, sold or otherwise 
disposed of save in conjunction with the main house 

ii. WD/20254/0104/FR Alexandra Cottage, Batts Bridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XP 

Retrospective application for a rear extension and front porch with relocation of front door.  

The Parish Council SUPPORTS this application. 

25/33. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - DECISIONS 

Planning decisions RECEIVED from Wealden District Council since the last meeting: 

Applications Approved  

i. WD/2024/1792/TD Piltdown Lodge, Lodge Lane, Piltdown TN22 3YP 

Erection of 2 no. dwellings. (APPROVED 28 January 2025) 

Officer Response to the Parish Council 

The applicant would like the PC to note that since approval of the PIP, the site has changed 
hands. The new applicant has made changes to help ease concerns raised by the PC. It is also 
relevant the previous approved PIP allowed the principle of development, and this application 
only concerns the technical details of the new residential units that have already been approved 
under WD/2022/2643/PIP. It is noted that the PC has raised concerns in relation to the housing 
mix being 2 x 4bed dwellings, however, there is no policy requirement for smaller homes on small 
sites such as this. The principle of the development has been allowed. Given the location of the 
access, it is considered that the dwellings are sited appropriately to the site and are an appropriate 
scale. The applicant has retained the solar panels and removed the wood burner following the 
PC comments. 

ii. WD/2024/1950/F 6 New Cottages, Batts Bridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XR 

Proposed part single, part two storey rear extensions, internal alterations and all associated 
works. (APPROVED 21 January 2025) 

iii. WD/2024/2695/FA Malling Farm, Down Street, Piltdown TN22 3XU 

Variation of condition 2 of WD/2024/0103/F to make minor amendments to the siting of the 
proposed development. (APPROVED 21 January 2025) 
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Applications Refused  

i. WD/2024/2695/FA Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching 

Retrospective application for a change of use of parcel of land from agricultural to residential . 
Retrospective application to retain secure store for bicycles and garden machinery. (REFUSED 
23 January 2025) 

Applications Withdrawn 

i. WD/2025/0034/OH River Farm, Sheffield Park, Uckfield TN22 3QE 

Installation of new LV cables etc. (WITHDRAWN 16 January 2025) 

25/34. PLANNING APPLICATIONS – APPEAL DECISIONS 

Appeal decisions made by the Planning Inspectorate since the last meeting: 

i. WD/2023/3137/PIP Equestrian Menage (Sand School), Little Barkham Farm, Piltdown 

Erection of detached three-bedroom single storey dwelling with car port and associated works. 
(APPEAL DISMISSED 16 January 2025) 

25/35. SUSSEX POLICE – PCSOs 

PCSO Jackson introduced herself as the PCSO that was currently covering the parish whilst new 
PCSOs were being trained. She stated that there were no general issues in the parish and gave a 
flavour of the work that she and her colleagues were involved in. Councillors thanked her and PCSO 
Chopin for attending the meeting. 

25/36. PARISH IN BLOOM 

It was AGREED that the Parish Council should enter the Parish in Bloom competition for 2025. 

25/37. VE-DAY 80 

It was AGREED that the Parish Council would purchase and fly the VE-80 Day flag and also the 
beacon would be lit. Councillor Hannay to find out whether there were any other events planned for 
the parish. 

25/38. ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE 

It was agreed that the following items be included for the next edition of the Parish Magazine: 

• Splaynes Green grass cutting 

• Telephone Box in the village 

• New councillor 

• New email address and website address for Parish Council 

25/39. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

The following items to be future agenda items: 

• East Sussex Rights of Way Access Plan 

25/40. TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to be held on Monday 10th March 2025 at 6.30pm in 
the Pavilion.  


