FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL

Clerk: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs
E-mail: clerk@fletching-pc.org

Website: www.fletching-pc.org i

MINUTES of the Meeting of FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 9" December 2024 in The
Pavilion, Fletching Recreation Ground, Fletching (6.30 — 7.30pm).

PRESENT: Councillors D Greenish (Vice-Chair in the Chair), R Borton, N Collum, S De St Croix and K

Minch.

Also in attendance: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs (Clerk and RFO) and Councillors C Coleman (WDC) and R
Galley (ESCC)

Members of the Public in Attendance: 1

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Abraham, W Constantinou and R

Hannay

24/193.

24/194.

24/195.

24/196.

24/197.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on 11" November 2024 were a correct
record and were duly signed by the Chairman.

MATTERS ARISING

The Actions List as prepared and circulated by the Clerk was noted. The Clerk updated on the
following items.

e CIL Funds - it was noted that the handrail was still to be installed and that a quote had been
requested for the path in the burial ground.

e Historical Documents — Councillor Hannay had made contact with Geoff Isted.
REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR

Councillor Galley reported that the local government settlement announcement was due on 19
December. He also stated that he was meeting with Clir De St Croix to look at Highways issues within
the parish and that some drainage works had been undertaken in Church Street with more to follow
in February.

With regards to the drainage issues along the A272 in Piltdown, raised by a member of the public,
and the lack of communication from ESCC Highways on the matter despite a formal complaint being
raised, Cllr Galley requested photos and further details to be sent to him (and cc’d to the Clerk) so
that he could raise the issue directly with the officers.

Note: Clir Borton arrived at the meeting at 6.41pm prior to the following item.
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR

Councillor Coleman reported that Wealden’s Big Conversation took place on 3 December 2024 and
that it had been a very positive day with over 100 organisations represented. It was noted that
Wealden’s Climate Change Strategy was being prepared and that the Local Nature Recovery
Strategy report was now available.

Councillor Coleman stated that the Alliance Partnership at Wealden had been changed and now
included the two Labour Councillors. A Motion on the Pensions Bill had been passed at the Full
Council meeting to urge the government to support pensioners that were not receiving the heating
allowance and for more home insulation to be provided.

It was noted that the new NPPF was expected imminently as well as the Devolution White Paper that
was expected to announce the introduction of unitary councils across the country. This would likely
be East and West Sussex and Brighton. With regards to the Local Plan it was explained that this
would be on hold until the implications of the new NPPF were understood.
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24/198.

24/199.

24/200.

24/201.

24/202.

24/203.

24/204.

WORKING GROUPS / EXTERNAL GROUPS

i. Fletching Recreation Ground Committee (FRGC): The Clerk reported that the Committee had met
and considered the budget for 2025 which was indicating a deficit but it was hoped that bookings
would increase over the coming year.

COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN

ClIr Minch reported that the Community Resilience Plan had been drafted and that she had achieved
the inclusion of a representative for all parts of the Parish. The next step would be for the Plan to be
approved at the next Parish Council meeting and a meeting held with all the representatives.

CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

MHCG Enabling Remote Attendance and Proxy Voting at Local Authority Meetings - consultation:
Members AGREED the response to the consultation as circulated to all councillors prior to the
meeting.

FINANCE AND ASSETS

i. The invoices and payments for December 2024 were AUTHORISED and the Council’s current
financial position and bank reconciliation were noted.

ii. Draft Budget 2025/26: the first draft budget for 2025/26 was noted.

iii. Piltdown Village Gates: Councillors noted that the licence had been transferred to the Parish
Council from the Piltdown Residents’ Association free of charge by ESCC. The gates were also
insured by the Parish Council and included on the asset register.

BURIAL GROUND

i. Surrender of Grant of Burial Rights: the request to surrender a grant of burial rights was
APPROVED.

ii. Maryon Wilson Graves: the request made by the family representative for the funds held by the
Parish Council to be used as part of a wider refurbishment project for the graves and memorial
was APPROVED.

iii. Kissing Gate and Railings: the quote received to repair the kissing gate and railings in the burial
ground was APPROVED.

ENFORCEMENT — PLANNING and DRAINAGE

Pollution Issue — Piltdown: Councillor Coleman confirmed that, in respect of a different property that
had raised concerns regarding trees dying, dye tests had been undertaken by Wealden DC and there
was no direct link from the garage and no toxins had been found. It was thought that the issue with
the leylandii was the boggy conditions.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - RECEIVED
It was RESOLVED to make the comments as set out after each application in respect of the following:
i. WD/2024/1594/F + 2098/LB Knabbs Farm, High Street, Fletching TN22 3SX

Conversion of redundant barn to create ancillary accommodation to host property. Change of use
of land to residential to include remaining part of barn.

This application is for the conversion of a redundant agricultural barn to residential use. The barn
lies within the curtilage of Knabbs Farmhouse which is a Grade Il listed building. The site lies
within the Fletching with Splaynes Green Conservation Area. The proposal is that the converted
barn will then be used as ancillary residential accommodation for the owners and occupiers of
Knabbs Farmhouse. In addition to the planning application, there is also an application for Listed
Building consent.

This is the response to both applications.
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Although under Saved Policy DC8 proposals for the conversion of agricultural buildings outside
development boundaries would not be permitted unless (i) suitable efforts have been made to
establish an alternative business use or (ii) the conversion is a subordinate part of a scheme for
business re-use, the Council takes the view that a business use for this barn would not be
appropriate. Furthermore, the Council considers that the proposal (subject to the imposition of
appropriate conditions) meets the criteria specified in paragraphs (1) to (5) of Saved Policy DC8
(including, in relation to the Listed Building Application, Saved Policy EN22).

The Council does have reservations over the proposal to extend the residential curtilage to the
area of grassland shown hatched in red on the Block Plan and has concerns over the lack of
detail of the design of the courtyard and parking areas. In this regard, it is important to be satisfied
that “the proposed use and its associated activities, including garaging, would not detract from
the rural setting of the building through the formation of a domestic curtilage. The curtilage should
not be intrusive in the landscape”.

Subject to the above, the Council SUPPORTS the applications on the basis that conditions are
imposed that:

1. The residential use should be restricted to accommodation ancillary to the residential use of
Knabbs Farmhouse

2. As such, the barn should not be occupied, sold or otherwise disposed of otherwise than in
conjunction with Knabbs Farmhouse

3. As provided in paragraph (4) of Saved Policy DC8

a. A condition to exclude permitted development rights to extend or alter the building and
erect other ancillary buildings etc

b. A legal agreement not to extend or alter Knabbs Farmhouse in order to increase the
accommodation therein.

WD/2024/2486/LB Sheffield Park Garden, Sheffield Park TN22 3XB

Replacement of rotten non original suspended timber floor and ramp, replacement and
reconfiguration of visitor toilets, regularisation of existing works.

The Parish Council has NO COMMENTS to make on this application.
WD/2024/2539/FR Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching TN22 3XB

Retrospective application for a change of use of parcel of land from agricultural to residential.
Retrospective application to retain secure store for bicycles and garden machinery.

This is to be deferred until the next meeting of the Parish Council.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS - DECISIONS

Planning decisions RECEIVED from Wealden District Council since the last meeting:

Applications Approved

WD/2024/2163/F Piltdown Lodge, Lodge Lane, Piltdown TN22 3XU
Erection of single storey extension, installation of rooflight. (APPROVED 26 November 2024)

Applications Refused

WD/2024/2267/PIP Land at rear of Roselands, Goldbridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XL

Erection of two bedroom single storey dwelling and associated works. (REFUSED 7 November
2024)

Applications Withdrawn

WD/2024/2218/F Heathside, Barkham Lane, Piltdown TN22 3XE
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Change of use of land from agricultural to domestic. (WITHDRAWN 15 November 2024)

24/206. ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE

It was agreed that the following items be included for the next edition of the Parish Magazine:

e Piltdown Gates
24/207. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS

The following items to be future agenda items:

e Local Government Boundary Commission for England review for Wealden
24/208. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the
consideration of the following items of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest
because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

24/209. STAFFING

The Clerk’s annual increment was CONFIRMED following a satisfactory performance appraisal — to
be back dated to 1%t April 2024.

24/210. TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS

The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to be held on Monday 13" January 2025 at 6.30pm in
the Pavilion.
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