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MINUTES of the Meeting of FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 10th March 2025 in The 
Pavilion, Fletching Recreation Ground, Fletching (6.30 – 7.20pm). 

PRESENT: Councillors R Hannay (Chairman), R Borton, N Collum, W Constantinou and D Woollven. 

Also in attendance: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs (Clerk and RFO) and Councillors C Coleman (WDC) and R 
Galley (ESCC)  

Members of the Public in Attendance: 0 

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received from Councillor A Abraham, S De St Croix, D Greenish 
and K Minch 
 
25/41. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting 

25/42. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on 10th February 2025 were a correct 
record and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

25/43. MATTERS ARISING 

The Actions List as prepared and circulated by the Clerk was noted.  

25/44. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Galley reported that he would be attending the SLR meeting being held with East Sussex 
Highways and the Parish Council the following week. He also informed councillors that ESCC Full 
Council was meeting on 20 March to consider the proposed response to the MHCLG consultation on 
establishing a mayoral combined authority as well as looking at the proposed interim plan for local 
government re-organisation required by MHCLG as part of the devolution process. He confirmed that 
each Council within East and West Sussex and Brighton was able to put a proposal forward at this 
stage in the process.     

25/45. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Coleman reported that Wealden DC was also considering responses to the devolution 
consultations. There was some discussion about possible transfer of services to Parish Councils but 
without any actual proposals or funding information it was not feasible to comment at this stage. 

With regards to the Local Plan it was noted that it had been agreed that there would be a further 
Regulation 18 consultation in September 2025 followed by the Regulation 19 consultation in April 
2026 with a view to the Plan being adopted in 2027. She also made it clear that the Council was not 
promoting the proposal at Owlsbury as was being stated in some areas. 

25/46. WORKING GROUPS / EXTERNAL GROUPS 

i. Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Hannay reported that work was proceeding well and a draft of the Plan 
should be available in April. It was planned to carry out a consultation on parts of the draft plan 
over Easter along with a questionnaire about specific policies. Councillors would all be sent a 
copy of the draft plan prior to the consultation going live. It was noted that the aim was to hold the 
required referendum at the same time as the Mayoral Combined Authority election in 2026. Cllr 
Hannay confirmed that the Locality Grant would have been spent by the 31 March deadline.  

ii. Fletching Recreation Ground Committee (FRGC): The Clerk reported that the bookings had been 
made for the upcoming cricket season and that Newick Cricket Club was hiring the ground for 
some games due to a new pavilion being built at their ground.   

25/47. CORRESPONDENCE / CONSULTATIONS RECEIVED  

i. ESCC Rights of Way Access Plan: the draft response prepared by the Clerk was considered 
and it was AGREED that: the answer to Q8 be No with a commentary that the Parish Council 
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would be interested in supporting a group that monitors the rights of way; and that Cllrs 
Greenish and Minch and M Creamer be asked to comment on questions 10 and 12 as users of 
the footpaths in the area. 

ii. MHCLG Consultation – Establishing a Mayoral Combined Authority across East Sussex, West 
Sussex and Brighton & Hove: It was AGREED that the Parish Council would not respond to this 
consultation but encouraged councillors and the public to do so in their own right. 

iii. Telephone Box – Fletching High Street: The Clerk informed councillors that BT had agreed for 
the Council to ‘adopt’ the kiosk and a contract had been received for signing to complete the 
transfer. It was confirmed that Councillor Greenish had looked at the contract and was happy for 
the Council to sign it. It was AGREED that the contract be signed and the ownership be 
transferred to the Parish Council. It was noted that BT would arrange for the telephonic 
equipment to be removed.  

iv. Keep Britain Tidy Campaign (Great British Spring Clean): It was noted that D Pullan and E 
Mileham had taken over co-ordinating the campaign for the Parish as D Gibney had moved 
away. The Council thanked them for taking this on and confirmed that they would be 
undertaking the litter picks on behalf of the Parish Council.  

25/48. FINANCE AND ASSETS 

i. The invoices and payments for March 2025 were AUTHORISED and the Council’s current 
financial position and bank reconciliation were noted.  

ii. Locality Grant invoices: It was AGREED that Councillor Hannay be given authority to sign off on 
the final invoice from Troy Hayes Planning in order to meet the 31 March 2025 payment deadline. 

25/49. BURIAL GROUND 

i. The request for an additional subscription on a memorial was APPROVED.  

25/50. ENFORCEMENT – PLANNING and DRAINAGE 

There were no enforcement or drainage issues reported. 

25/51. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - RECEIVED 

It was RESOLVED to make the comments as set out after each application in respect of the following: 

i. WD/2025/0166/LB + 0167/F 17 The Courtyard, South Pavilion, Sheffield Park TN22 3QW 

Replacement timber windows and doors in the property. 

The Courtyard at Sheffield Park is a modern development within the curtilage of Sheffield Park 
House, a Grade 1 Listed building constructed towards the end of the 18th century. The Courtyard 
comprises a U-shaped terrace of 17 houses built in the 1990s, 14 of which are new-build and 3 
of which (including no.17) are conversions from a single-storey building which originally 
comprised the laundry for Sheffield Park House. No 17 is one of the end houses of the terrace 
and the closest to Sheffield Park House. As part of the development in the 1990s the original 
laundry building was substantially altered by erection of (in the case of no.17) a second storey 
and mansard roof extension (WD/1994/1965/LB). 

The Listed Building application is required to be considered in the context of the heritage impact 
of the proposed works on the Listed Building. It is noted that in 2023 a similar application was 
made in relation to no. 17 for consent to replace windows and doors, which was refused on the 
ground that “The appearance of the proposed replacement windows and doors, by reason of the 
inappropriate design detailing, would fail to conserve the character and appearance of this 
curtilage listed building. In addition, the supporting information does not demonstrate that an 
adequate assessment of heritage significance and any impacts has taken place”. It is noted that, 
as regards the current application, there has been an assessment of heritage impact which 
concludes that “ …. the windows have been carefully designed to be in keeping with the existing 
window”.  
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Although the windows in that part of Sheffield Park House closest to No 17 have traditional glazing 
bars dividing the glass into sections 8” to 10” whereas this application for no 17 shows windows 
of sheet glass appropriate for a building of the 1990s, it is acknowledged that the existing windows 
do appear to have been installed in accordance with the original consent from 1994. It is perhaps 
a pity though that the fenestration for no 17 does not reflect that distinctive earlier building. It is 
however acknowledged that all the houses within the Courtyard now have single sheet glass 
windows.  

Subject to these comments, the Parish Council is in this case content to rely on the assessment 
of the Heritage Officer. 

25/52. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - DECISIONS 

Planning decisions RECEIVED from Wealden District Council since the last meeting: 

Applications Approved - none since the last meeting 

Applications Refused – none since the last meeting 

Applications Withdrawn 

i. WD/2024/2896/F Bonswick Cottage, Mill Lane, Fletching TN22 3PY 

Proposed 2m wide side extension and glazed link to garage which is to be converted into 
residential accommodation to form part of dwelling, new detached 3 bay car-port building with 
home office above. (WITHDRAWN 21 February 2025) 

25/53. ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE 

It was agreed that the following items be included for the next edition of the Parish Magazine: 

• Telephone Box in the village 

• Keep Britain Tidy 

25/54. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

It was requested that Councillors contact the Clerk with any items they wish to be considered at the 
next meeting. 

25/55. TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to be held on Monday 14th April 2025 at 6.30pm in the 
Pavilion.  


