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MINUTES of the Meeting of FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 13th January 2025 in The 
Pavilion, Fletching Recreation Ground, Fletching (6.30 – 7.42pm). 

PRESENT: Councillors R Hannay (Chairman), D Greenish (Vice-Chair), N Collum, and K Minch. 

Also in attendance: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs (Clerk and RFO) and Councillors C Coleman (WDC) and R 
Galley (ESCC) 

Members of the Public in Attendance: 2 

APOLOGIES: Apologies for absence were received from Councillors A Abraham, R Borton, W Constantinou 
and S De St Croix 
 
25/1. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest made at the meeting 

25/2. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 

It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the last meeting held on 9th December 2024 were a correct 
record and were duly signed by the Chairman. 

25/3. MATTERS ARISING 

The Actions List as prepared and circulated by the Clerk was noted.  

• Historical Documents – It was agreed that the clerk would take over this action and make contact 
with Mr Isted as he had not replied to Cllr Hannay. 

25/4. REPORT FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Galley reported that the County Council had sent a letter to the Government stating that it 
would like to be included in the priority fast track phase of devolution, as set out in the White Paper, 
alongside West Sussex County Council and Brighton & Hove Council. It was noted that the response 
was expected from Jim Machon, the Minister, as to which councils would be prioritised by the end of 
January and whether the May 2025 County Council elections would be deferred. It was queried 
whether it was possible to be in the first phase and not have the elections deferred. Cllr Galley 
explained that the ESCC Chief Executive had been advised that it was possible but it would be more 
costly if that route was chosen. He also stated that the reason for applying to be in the first phase 
was in order to receive funding for the process and to be able to shape the outcome. 

Cllr Galley stated that ESCC was still facing a financial challenge as the local government settlement 
had not allocated any further funding and cuts would have to go ahead in the caring services. 

It was noted that Cllr Galley had met with Cllr De St Croix and the Clerk in respect of highways issues 
and that there was further drainage works due to be undertaken in Church Street in February. 

With regards to the proposal to bring in a booking system for civic amenity sites it was explained that 
the decision had been delegated to the Lead Member at ESCC and Cllr Galley encouraged the Parish 
Council to write to them if councillors were concerned about the proposal. 

In response to a question Cllr Galley gave an update on the drainage issue on the A272 in Piltdown 
raised by a parishioner at the previous meeting. It was noted that the investigation works were due 
to take place in early February. 

25/5. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 

Councillor Coleman reported that Wealden DC would obviously be greatly affected by the proposed 
devolution and would be keen to work with all the town and parish councils when considering any 
future proposals once they were known. 

With regards to the Draft Local Plan it was noted that a new timeline was being prepared following 
the new NPPF and that would be published shortly. It was not known, at this stage, how the Local 
Plan would fit into any new unitary authority. 
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25/6. PLANNING APPLICATION RECEIVED 

The following application was discussed. See Minute 25/13(i) below for further information. 

i. WD/2024/2539/FR Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching TN22 3XB 

25/7. WORKING GROUPS / EXTERNAL GROUPS 

ii. Neighbourhood Plan: Cllr Hannay reported that the Group had met and had agreed to narrowing 
down the number of areas to work on in order to progress the plan quickly. It would then be 
comprehensively reviewed again in five years. 

iii. Fletching Recreation Ground Committee (FRGC): There was nothing further to report.  

25/8. COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN 

It was noted that an initial meeting of all the participants included in the resilience plan would be held 
as a first step to adopting the plan.  

25/9. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED  

i. Wealden DC Climate Green Paper – consultation: It was AGREED that the Parish Council 
would not respond to this consultation. 

ii. MHCLG Strengthening the standards and conduct framework for local government: It was 
AGREED that the clerk prepare a response to this consultation to be considered at the next 
meeting. 

iii. Transport for South-East Draft Transport Strategy consultation: It was AGREED that the Parish 
Council would not respond to this consultation. 

iv. MHCLG English Devolution White Paper: It was AGREED that a letter be sent to the relevant 
Minister to raise the Parish Council’s concern in respect of a possible deferral of the county 
council elections due to be held in May 2025 following the request made by ESCC, WSCC and 
Brighton & Hove to be included in the first phase of the devolution. 

25/10. FINANCE AND ASSETS 

i. The invoices and payments for January 2025 were AUTHORISED and the Council’s current 
financial position and bank reconciliation were noted.  

ii. It was RESOLVED to adopt the Level 1 Allowances as recommended by the report of the 
Wealden Parish Independent Remuneration Panel. 

iii. The Council RESOLVED to approve the budget, subject to the removal of the ICT Hardware 
budget, and precept level for 2025/26. The precept level being set at £36,453 for 2025/26 – a 3% 
increase. 

iv. The Chair signed the precept request which was due to be submitted to Wealden DC by 14th 
January 2025.  

25/11. BURIAL GROUND 

i. There were no requests for permits for the burial ground.  

ii. General Grounds Maintenance: the quote received from the current contractor for various aspects 
of additional grounds maintenance for the burial ground was APPROVED subject to the residents 
of Cherry Cottages being contacted and given the opportunity to remove the overgrown trees etc. 
themselves. 

25/12. ENFORCEMENT – PLANNING and DRAINAGE 

There were no enforcement issues reported. 

25/13. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - RECEIVED 

It was RESOLVED to make the comments as set out after each application in respect of the following: 



FLETCHING PARISH COUNCIL     
Clerk: Gabriella Paterson-Griggs 
E-mail: clerk@fletching-pc.org 
Website: www.fletching-pc.org 

 

Page 3 of 4 
Approved at a meeting of the Parish Council held on 10 February 2025 
Signed: Councillor Hannay, Chairman  

 

i. WD/2024/2539/FR Woodside, North Hall Lane, Fletching TN22 3XB 

Retrospective application for a change of use of parcel of land from agricultural to residential . 
Retrospective application to retain secure store for bicycles and garden machinery. 

Woodside is a relatively new house (WD/2017/2429/F) with a double garage (WD/2020/1383/F) 
and is part of the ribbon development along North Hall Lane within the informal settlement of 
Splaynes Green. The application site is presently outside the curtilage of the house. This 
application is for retrospective consent for (a) a change of use of the land from agricultural to 
residential and (b) the retention of a proposed storage shed (currently “half-built”).  

It is the case that (i) the site falls outside both (a) the Fletching with Splaynes Green Conservation 
Area and (b) the High Weald AONB and (ii) the land is not within any development boundary but 
(iii) it is land designated as Ancient Woodland.  

The Parish Council is not able to support the application either for the change of use or for the 
construction of a shed on agricultural land designated as Ancient Woodland. The site forms part 
of the natural buffer between the residential houses of Splaynes Green on the one hand and the 
remote agricultural setting to the north, leading to the AONB. As such, its designation and use as 
agricultural land and part of Ancient Woodland should not be changed. The Parish Council, 
therefore, OBJECTS to this application  

ii. WD/2024/2695/FA Malling Farm, Down Street, Piltdown TN22 3XU 

Variation of condition 2 of WD/2024/0103/F to make minor amendments to the siting of the 
proposed development.  

The Parish Council has NO COMMENTS to make on this application. 

25/14. PLANNING APPLICATIONS - DECISIONS 

Planning decisions RECEIVED from Wealden District Council since the last meeting: 

Applications Approved  

i. WD/2022/1491/F Byerly, Large Barn, Bell Lane, Fletching TN22 3YB 

Proposed conversion of a redundant barn to a single residential dwelling together with associated 
landscaping. (APPROVED 20 December 2024) 

Applications Refused  

i. WD/2024/2301/F Piltdown Cottage, Golf Club Lane, Piltdown TN22 3XB 

Proposed two storey rear extension and internal alterations. (REFUSED 12 December 2024) 

Officer Response to the Parish Council  

While the Parish Council’s support is noted, WDC cannot agree with their comments on the design 
of the proposed development. As outlined below, the extension would add an overly large and 
bulky two-storey element to the rear of the property which would be at odds with the linear 
character of the existing cottage. Its roof form would also be unsympathetic and contrived. While 
there is no objection to the principle of a two-storey extension at the property, this design is not 
appropriate and cannot be supported. It is also noted that while the extension would not be visible 
from the highway, it would be readily visible from the adjacent public right of way, particularly in 
the autumn and winter when trees and shrubs have lost their leaves. 

Applications Withdrawn 

i. WD/2024/2122/F Moses Farm, Goldbridge Road, Piltdown TN22 3XN 

Construction of two new self-build dwellings on vacant land east of Moses Farmhouse with 
associated landscape works. (WITHDRAWN 19 December 2024) 

25/15. ITEMS FOR THE PARISH MAGAZINE 
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It was agreed that the following items be included for the next edition of the Parish Magazine: 

• Budget and Precept for 2025/26 

• Works to take place in the burial ground 

25/16. AGENDA ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 

The following items to be future agenda items: 

• Response to the MHCLG standards consultation 

• Resilience Plan  

25/17. TIME AND DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is due to be held on Monday 10th February 2025 at 6.30pm 
in the Pavilion.  


